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Ideas presented by the three young ideas givers:

Theme 1. Consumer protection in the context of digital environment

Idea 1 - Tom Vrijens: Housing

In the context of Consumer Protection in the digital environment, I would like the point on
housing especially on commercial short term renting. For example like AirBnB.

My idea is to shape the regulation for the commercial short term rentals in the sharing economy.
With this regulation we can give young people and young families access to proper housing.

Because in those areas where there is a low offer on rentals and a tight housing market, the
commercial short term rental, like AirBnB, takes a big portion of this cake. This situation implicates
that:

- it inflates artificially rental costs;
- it is impossible for most young families to live in their current neighbourhoods
- there are no tax revenues where the surrounding communities can benefit from

This sharp regulation must protect young people to find a stable housing situation and not being
priced out the city housing market.

What kind of regulation? There are already some existing national regulations we can learn from.
This regulation should ban activities of commercial short-term rentals in the areas where we can
detect a tight housing market. This regulation should be part of a bigger framework on consumer
protection in the sharing economy.

Idea 2 - Katrin Schreiberuber: End Geoblocking

I hereby want to present to you the Idea of ending geoblocking, not only of tangible goods but
also of digital contents, especially of audio-visual media, which was excluded from the legislative
proposal on geoblocking in May 2016.

Until now, it is only possible to watch national TV, streaming content or music clips offered in the
country where you currently are. But in the future, we need to get rid of geoblocking and make the
free flow of the art of television and film possible. With this proposal, I want to enable everyone to
watch any television programme aired in the EU.

In my opinion, it is a matter of personal freedom to be able to watch the TV program and
streaming offers of any country within the European Union. And as we are all members of the EU it
should be possible to simply watch the television programme of any other member state. It is also



a step towards embracing the possibilities of our modern and connected world, to share the
national products with everyone, who wants to watch it.

By enabling the free access to all TV programs and streaming offers within the EU, collaboration
between countries would be improved, as they do not need different rights for each country to air
their TV shows or movies. It would also be easier for actors to gain popularity beyond the borders
of their country, as really good movies would be spread much faster all across the continent.

Banning geoblocking and therefore removing the virtual borders between countries would
contribute to the European ideal of being able to work or travel wherever you want to and would
improve having the opportunity to learn about other cultures by opening national TV and movies
for all European citizens.

Theme 2. Online platforms and collaborative economy

Idea 3 - Dana Schurmans: European crowdfunding programme for young European
entrepreneurs

I propose to MEPs and the member states to ensure that the European Investment bank builds up a
European crowdfunding programme for young European entrepreneurs.

The aim of this European funding programme would be to allocate funds to young European
entrepreneurs who develop creative, innovative and sustainable ideas to pressing societal
challenges (poverty, health, education, mobility, housing, malnutrition, climate change…) through
an online crowdfunding platform. Concretely the social impact, credibility, and good business
model of projects would be taken into consideration by the Selection Committee of the EIB. Projects
which are accepted will gain more trust from the funders, since it would have a sort of certification
by the EIB. In my proposal there are two sources of funding: the EIB would grant part of the funding
directly, and the rest would be for crowdfunding.

The Juncker Investment Plan offers high hopes in creating a significant number of good quality jobs
for young people. A (recent) report by the International Labour Organisation found that if projects
for investment are carefully selected then 2.1 million new jobs could be created by 2018. We
certainly agree that the Investment plan should have a lasting impact. Therefore, the project must
invest in social enterprises which use online platforms.

Idea  4 - Tom Vrijens: Protection of workers in the collaborative economy

In the context of online platforms and collaborative economy we must insure to improve the social
protection of workers in this collaborative economy.

The idea is to unlock the social benefits of the collaborative economy. The same as the social rights
in the established economy.

Mostly the assumption is made that collaborative economy increases employment and benefits
workers. But I invite you as legislators to also look at the downside of the collaborative economy.



The new based economy has raised questions on the situation of workers. The legal status is often
unclear. Are they employees or self-employed? And negative effects on the labour market can be
witnessed - such as missing social protection, low remuneration and questionable work-life
balance.

As for example UBER drivers or the click workers per hour. These workers are caught in a bogus-self
employment trap and they don’t enjoy the same rights as workers in the established economy.
This outcome will be good for these workers in the collaborative economy, but also the customers
of this services.

I would like to highlight the law case in the UK on UBER drivers. The judge ruled that these workers
are entitled to receive holiday pay, entitlements to breaks, a guaranteed minimum wage and
collective bargaining. UBER acted unlawfully by not providing drivers basic workers’ rights.

I invite you as legislators to rewrite the EU law to improve the social protection of workers in this
collaborative economy.

Theme 3. Cybersecurity

Idea 5 - Katrin Schreiberuber: Cyber police force

Today, I am coming forward to you with the proposal of reforming the already existing European
cybercrime centre. I suggest expanding its power and making it more than just an information
hub. It should be responsible for tracing suspicious criminal activities on the Internet and
identifying the cybercriminals. As cybercrime is a big international topic, the time has come for the
EU to act determinedly and to tackle the problems of cybercrime on a European level.

Digitalisation is a big topic, not only for private households, but also for businesses. The digital
revolution is coming and it comes with an incredible speed. If we don’t act now and take measures
to protect people and businesses from cybercrime attacks, we will be run over by the
consequences.

By creating the European cybercrime centre, a huge step has already been done, but I suggest to
go even further and create an entity with the power to persecute criminals. It should cooperate
with companies which have the relevant information, such as the IP addresses of the
cybercriminals. By the time this institution has all the relevant details of the case, it can hand it over
to national law-enforcement agencies to actually pass a sentence on the person responsible.

This kind of institution would not only create a place where victims can turn to and know that
these people have the necessary equipment and know-how to deal with their case. It would also
be a warning for cybercriminals, because they know that there are specialists working on solving
the crime they have committed. I think creating this Europe-wide “cyber-police-force” would be a
great step to prevent crimes in the first place, and also to know how to deal with it, if it has already
happened.



Idea 6 - Dana Schurmans: European cybersecurity helpdesk

I would like to propose that MEPs and the member states ensure the establishment of a
cybersecurity helpdesk to raise awareness on digital risks.

From the lessons learned of my research on digital exclusion, I know that for a successful Digital
Single Market strategy, European policies need to ensure that consumers, including those with low
digital skills, understand their rights over their data and how to manage these rights in relation to
businesses and governments.

Therefore, I propose the establishment of a cybersecurity helpdesk that would have all resources
(such as video’s and reports) developed according to web accessibility guidelines on how to protect
consumers from cyber risks. This website would have national pages where consumers can get
connected with the consumers authorities of each member state for country-specific issues.
Additionally, consumers would have immediate feedback on problems encountered through an
online helpdesk with a chat (or contact service), or could be redirected to a local help centre. This
website would also have a European part for the authorities themselves to exchange info on cyber
risks.

This unique EU website would be promoted by a European video campaign.


